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IS NATO OBSOLETE?

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Before listening activity

Please check whether you know the meaning of the following words:

obsolete, credo, deterrence , foray, to get a free ride, exasperation, obstacle, to rein smb in, 

bland (statement), to subvert,  unilaterally, to  reconcile (reconcilation),  to drift away, to loom (looming), to appease, corrosive, disruptive, to navigate a clear path, to brew, egregious, flair,

to be in arrears on membership dues, to pledge , an elephant in the room;  hostile, confidence, cutting-edge technologies, the lines get blurred,  to pose a threat,  to acquire (acquisition), distraction, response, bygone age

VOCABULARY  WORK

Match the word with the definitions

1.obsolete                                   A. to get or gain smth as an object, trait , ability                                      
2 to.foray                                    B.  to calm, pacify or soothe
3.bland                                       C. late in paying a debt or meeting an obligation
4.to appease                                D. to ravage a town or district
5.egregious                                  E. especially and noticeably bad
6.to be in arrears on                     F. out of use or practice, not current
7.an elephant in the room            G.  devoid of any distinctive or stimuating characteristics,

                                                     uninteresting, dull
8.to acquire                                  H.  an obvious truth deliberately ignored by all parties in a

                                                       situation
Fill in the gaps choosing from one of the eight words above
Speaking at the meeting the president did not have time for ….............................   statements.
The American President believes that some NATO members are in.................on membership dues.
The Baltic States and Poland  fear that the Russian President will decide to make a ….....

into their respective territories.
Is NATO really ….........? It depends on who you are asking.
Last year a Chinese company …...............a gay dating app.
Whenever the extended family meet on special occasions no alcohol is served at meals. It  simply is …........................................... Nobody wants to upset Uncle Tom who suffered from alcohol-related problems for many years.
You made an …...............mistake when you spoke so rudely to the President.
The angry man was …...............when they said they were sorry.
After listening activity

Now see whether you agree with the thoughts presented in the following 24-minute long BBC production. 

Did you find out anything new?

 Listen to the24-minute long passage and  mark the below given statements as true (T) or false (F)

1.Some experts believe that Mr Trump might just become the grave digger of NATO
2.All  NATO mebers are required to spend  two per cent of its GDP on defence.
3.The large majority of NATO countries have always paid their fair share.
4.The American President is the only president of the NATO Alliance who has a problem with the way NATO is functioning .
5.The Turkish President informed NATO about his plan to launch a military operation in north east Syria.
6.Of all the European countries France has the most troops deployed abroad.
7.Europe can easily set up a military organization if NATO falls apart.
8.The larger majority of European leaders think that Russia poses the biggest threat to NATO.
9.Throughout the 70 year long existence of NATO it has been unprecedented to have several leaders of tits member countries attacking NATO so publicly.
10.A crisis within NATO started brewing at the beginning of the 21st century.
These days NATO has a problem of strategy.
When NATO was founded it had 11 members. Today it has a membership of 29.
Increasing military spending in Germany is a very sensitive issue both in political and historical terms.
It is long overdue for NATO to be discussing China and its presence on the international arena.
Currently  NATO is dealing with new security threats that are actually non_military in nature.
One of the biggest threats that NATO has to find a response to is the spreading of false information in order to destabilize Western society..
These days NATO has an enormous workload which doesn't stop at cyber threats and disinformation.

Check your answers.

Do you agree with the thoughts presented in the BBC production?

Did you find out anything new?

Discuss in groups of twos or threes whether you think that NATO is obsolete. Give reasons for thinking one way or another.

Take notes.

