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NATO at 70

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Before listening activity

What do you know about NATO?  When was it set up?  Who is the General Secretary

of NATO? How many members currently belong to this alliance? Very often you tend to heart he term „Cold War“. What exactly does it refer to? What do you know about it? What NATO missions has Germany participated in?
While listening to this text you will hear the names of certain countries mentioned.
Check your maps to make sure you know where they are located. Perhaps you know their capital cities. Or perhaps you have actually visted these countries.
Latvia,  Estonia, Lithuania, Georgia (not a state of the US), North Macedonia
While listening activity

Are these statements true or false. Mark accordingly.

1.NATO was founded immediately after the Second World War to defend the Western world against the threat of a Soviet attack.

2.NATO witnessed the collapse of the Soviet Union without firing a single shot.

3.Even today NATO perceives its core mission as that of defence.

4.Latvia's Defence Minister believes that war is imminent and does not want to take any chances.

5.Many military experts  believe  that Russia will sooner or later invade Georgia and Ukraine.

6.Close to a billion people live on the territory of the  allied member states  of NATO.

7.There are differences in how NATO members rank security priorities.

8.NATO's main function during the Cold War was to deter and prevent the outbreak of a  war.

9.In those days lack of military activity was considered to be the criterion for success.

10.Throughout its history NATO has always dealt with one thing at one time at one place.

11.The Russians see their security more in geographical terms rather than in economic statistics.

12.Russia is trying to drive a wedge between theU S and Canada , on the one hand, and the European members of NATO, on the other.

13.The Western democracies do not seem to be very cohesive in theit approach to Russia.

14.Hybrid war cannot do a lot of damage.

15.A hybrid war is designed to be deceptive and confusing.

16.Throughout its entire seventy-year long existence NATO has never had to invoke aticle 5.

17.NATO is still in the process of figuring out a tool box of military and non-military things it can do to stop various hybrid campaigns from escalating to a  dangerous point  leading to a  potential warfare situation.

18.According to Trump, 20 member states of the NATO alliance are delinquent.

19.The burden-sharing debate was solved in a NATO summit in Wales in 2014.

20.Germany now contributes two per cent of its GDP to NATO.

21.Ballistic missile defence is the only  area where the US provides an essential capability to other NATO members.

22.The number of US troops stationed in Europe has gone down during the recent years.

23.Not only Ukraine and Georgia are interested in closer links with NATO.

24.The southern flanks of NATO experience similar problems to NATO-member countries located in Central and Eastern Europe.

25.Turkey is pursuing policies that seem extraordinary for a NATO ally.

26.Many experts believe that it was a strategic mistake for NATO to act outside its territory.

27.Despite its faults  and mistakes NATO has made an enormous contribution to peace and security in Europe.
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