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HOW FINLAND STARTS ITS FIGHT AGAINST FAKE NEWS IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Reading Comprehension

Before reading activity

Check to see whether you understand the vocabulary given below

slippery information, wily fox, sly words, literacy program, national curriculum, to detect,

to erode, to stumble across smth, to approach smth/smb., hoax, verifiable, a certain approach is paying off, NGO, irreparable damage, hackathon, vigilance
After reading activity

First check whether the below given statements are true or false and mark accordingly.

1.You can start teaching pupils how to spot slippery information when they are teenagers.

2.Critical thinking as a cross-subject component was introduced in Finland in 2015.

3.It is not easy to lie when you are dealing with statistics.

4.Critical thinking is taught only in art, history and Finnish language lessons.

5. A strategy of critical thinking was devised by the Finnish government in response to the annexation of the Crimea and the occupation of Eastern Ukraine by its neighbour Russia.

6. Fake news stories aim to erode the values and norms that hold societies together.

7.Finland gained its independence from Russia in 1918.

8. Many political campaigns fueled by the far-right in Finland  attack the EU and try to influence the debate of Finland's full NATO membership.

9.This particular programme is seen as an integral part of the collective defence of Finland.

10. These days children rarely watch TV and instead prefer to get their information from WhatApp, YouTube, Instagram, Snapchat,etc.

11.When you are teaching younger children, it is more effective to use other terms like disinformation, misinformation and malinformation than the expression „Fake news“

12.Censorship is the best way to fight against fake news.

Finnish schoolchildren have the second highest PISA score for reading in the EU.

The level of trust in the media among the population  is higher in the Nordic countries than elsewhere.

Did you find the article interesting? Did it give you food for thought? Do you think

that a similar approach should be adopted by German schools? Do you personally always fact-check the information you find ? What kind of advice would you give to your own children in this respect?

Please discuss these questions in groups of twos or threes and present your ideas to 

the entire class.

